
 

 

 

The Speakers of the Asteroid Day Science Museum event. June 30, 2015. (from left to right) Lewis Dartnell, Richard Crowther, Sir 
Crispin Tickell, Brian May, Grig Richters, Alan Fitzsimmons, Stuart Clark and Debbie Lewis. Photo by Max Alexander. 

 
OFFICIAL WEBSITE: AsteroidDay.org 
EVENT LISTING: AsteroidDay.org/event-guide 
MEDIA RESOURCES are available at: http://asteroidday.org/newsroom 

PHOTOS: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B26qPfEwFxyCaXV0MURZMHJ5Qk0 
VIDEO: https://asteroidday.org/video/ 
 
OFFICIAL BOILERPLATE DESCRIPTION 
 
ABOUT ASTEROID DAY 
Asteroid Day is a UN sanctioned global day of education to raise awareness about 
asteroids and in particular how we protect Earth from asteroid impacts. Asteroid Day was 
co-founded in 2014, by Dr. Brian May, astrophysicist and lead guitarist for the rock band 
Queen; Danica Remy, B612 COO; Apollo 9 Astronaut Rusty Schweickart; and German 
filmmaker Grig Richters. Asteroid Day is held on 30 June each year to mark Earth’s largest 
asteroid impact in recorded history, the Siberia Tunguska event, which devastated over 
2000 square km, the size of any major metropolitan city. 
  
 
GLOBAL MEDIA CONTACT: pr@asteroidday.org 
USA: Diane Murphy Tel. +1.310.658.8756; Europe: Tel: +352 691 568 017 
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KEY MESSAGES 
 
What is Asteroid Day? 

● Asteroid Day is a UN sanctioned global day of education to raise awareness about 
asteroids and in particular how we protect Earth from asteroid impacts. 

● Asteroid Day is held each year on June 30, the anniversary of the largest asteroid 
impact of Earth in recent history (Tunguska, Siberia, June 30, 1908) 

● Asteroid Day reminds us that we are citizens of our Universe [crew of Spaceship 
Earth] and stewards of our Planet  

 

Sir Crispin Tickell speaks at the Asteroid Day Science Museum Event. Richard Crowther & Debbie Lewis (left - right). June 30, 
2015. Photo: Max Alexander 
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Asteroid Facts 
 

● Asteroids are rocky objects, left over from the formation of planets in our solar 
system. Like planets, asteroids orbit the Sun, but most are contained in the 
Asteroid Belt between Mars and Jupiter. 

● Asteroids pose a risk to the earth, but although the threat is low in any one year, 
the consequences can be serious. The earth is hit by a hundred tons of meteorites a 
day and there are a million or so asteroids we haven’t identified which could post a 
major threat to Earth’s major metropolitan cities. 

● We have the technological capability to detect and track and deflect dangerous 
ones away from impacting Earth 

 

 
 
Who Supports Asteroid Day? 
 

● Asteroid Day is supported by international organizations, government agencies, 
local communities and leaders in science, technology, education, business and 
entertainment. 

● Official sponsors of Asteroid Day 2017 include: United Nations, B612 Foundation, 
Association of Space Explorers, Government of Luxembourg, Secure World 
Foundation, the European Southern Observatory, International Space University, 
Government Space Agencies, and corporations, including prime sponsors SES, 
OHB System AG, the Government of Luxembourg,  Cisco and others. 

● Media sponsor: Discovery Communications 
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Who attends Asteroid Day Events and Where? 
● What makes Asteroid Day so successful are the volunteers and hosts of global 

events held around the world in more than 72 countries. To date we have 190 
regional coordinators across 120 countries. 

● Participants in Asteroid Day include people of all ages, from scientists, 
technologists, community leaders to students - anyone interested in learning about 
asteroids and helping to protect our planet from dangerous impacts. 

● Our goal for June 30, 2017 is 700 self-organized educational events held on all 5 
continents.  

● In 2017, Asteroid Day will hold its first 24-hour live broadcast from Luxembourg: 
See: [add URL about this event] 

●  A full listing of events can be found at www.asteroidday.org 
 

Asteroid Day Press Conference at Cisco Systems Luxembourg. Feb 14, 2017. Danica Remy, Etienne Schneider and Grig Richters 
(from left to right). Photo by: Max Alexander 

 
What is the role of The Luxembourg Government? 
Etienne Schneider, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Economy of Luxembourg, 
has explained his country’s “leading role related to asteroids, within the framework of the 
SpaceResources.lu initiative. Luxembourg aims to contribute to the peaceful exploration 
and sustainable utilization of resources from celestial bodies. While asteroids might be 
seen as a threat to our planet, they are a tremendous opportunity. Indeed, the use of space 
resources, both on earth and in space, holds great potential for future technological 
innovation, economic activity and growth with a promise of ecological and social benefits 
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for humanity. To ensure that this vision becomes a reality, we have to increase our 
knowledge and understanding of asteroids and Near Earth Objects.” 
 
How does the United Nations Support Asteroid Day? 
In 2016, the United Nations General Assembly recognized Asteroid Day as an official UN 
event and declared it to be held internationally each year on June 30, the anniversary of 
the largest asteroid impact in recent history, the 1908 Tunguska impact. The UN 
resolution  invites all United Nations Member States, organizations of the United Nations 
system, other international and regional organizations, as well as civil society, including 
non-governmental organizations and individuals to observe Asteroid Day. 
 

 
What is The 100X Declaration? 
A declaration calling for a 100 times increase in the awareness and tracking of dangerous 
asteroids. To date, they have been joined by more than 17,000 world citizens. 
  
Signers of the 100X Declaration number more than 200 leaders in Business, Aerospace, 
Science and government, and more than 5000 concerned citizens.  

○ Science: Stephen Hawking, Richard Dawkins, Jane Luu, Helen Sharman, Jill Tarter, 
Brian Cox,  Lord Martin Rees, Astronomer Royal of the UK 

○ Astronauts: Tom Jones, Chris Hadfield, Ed Lu,  
● Entertainment: Terry Gilliam, Stephen Fry, Peter Gabriel, Brian May, Broken Bells, 

Will Wright, David Braben 
● Business: David Liddle, Shervin Pishevar, Steve Jurvetson, Jeffrey Baehr, 

Anousheh Ansari, Alan Eustace, Chris Anderson, Sasha Galitsky 
● For a full listing of signers, visit www.asteroidday.org/signatories 

------------------------------------------------------- 
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SAMPLE MEDIA ADVISORY 
(A Media Advisory invites media to your event. It needs to include: Who, What, When and 
Where) and the details needed to attend. This is not the NEWS of your event - which is in a 
Press Release. 
 
Who: [Name of your organization] 
What: Asteroid Day 2017 Event in [CITY] 
When: June 30, 2017 [or specific date that week] 
Where: [location of the event with instructions if needed) 
RSVP: [optional information] 
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Specifics of the Event: 
[Add few sentences about significance of the local event and include speakers] 
 
Speakers:  
[Sample] 
Host Emcee: Dr. Stuart Clark, Astronomy Author and Journalist 

■ Dr. Brian May, Astrophysicist, Co-founder of Asteroid Day 
■ Grig Richters, Filmmaker and Co-founder of Asteroid Day 

 

About Asteroid Day 

Asteroid Day is a UN sanctioned global day of education to raise awareness about 
asteroids and in particular how we protect Earth from asteroid impacts. Asteroid Day was 
co-founded in 2014, by Dr. Brian May, astrophysicist and lead guitarist for the rock band 
Queen; Danica Remy, B612 COO; Apollo 9 Astronaut Rusty Schweickart; and German 
filmmaker Grig Richters. Asteroid Day is held on 30 June each year to mark Earth’s largest 
asteroid impact in recorded history, the Siberia Tunguska event, which devastated over 
2000 square km, the size of any major metropolitan city.Press Conference Participants: 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @AsteroidDay or contact: PR@asteroidday.org [or 
add your own social media site addresses.] 
 

Local Media Contacts: 

[NAME, EMAIL, PHONE] 

------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE 
(A press release imparts news so when you have your events planned, all the news, 
photos, etc. goes in a press release.) 
 
See all Asteroid Day Press Releases: 
https://resources.asteroidday.org/res/press-release/ 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 
 
HOW TO ORGANIZE A MEDIA CAMPAIGN 
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● Prepare a Local Press List of all reporters who you want to attend Asteroid Day. 
This can include: major local newspapers and magazines TV, Radio and Internet 
media.   

● Invite media: Include all information about your event in a Media Advisory 
● Make sure all your event information is provided to: 

www.asteroidday.org/event-guide - use this URL in all correspondence to media. If 
you have your own website, use that as well. 

● Issue a News Release on the day of the event. Include about your event with 
Photos, who came, other information about the event and speakers/participants. 

● Identify a knowledgeable individual to welcome media at your event and explain 
who is there and why you hold it. That person can also forward photos 

● Put all photos on social media platform(s). Have a dedicated person conduct your 
social media 

● If possible, film or take written testimonials from attendees to use in your next 
year’s promotion and for your press release. Questions can be: “Why do you 
support Asteroid Day? What did you learn?  Will you be back next year...” 

●  
 
HOW TO ORGANIZE A SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN 
 
Tips to use with Social Media 
 
Twitter: 

● Identify all hashtags, including: #asteroids, #asteroid day 
● Prepare a page: @asteroidday[city] 
● Prepare tweets in advance about speakers, events, films, etc. 
● Include the logo for Asteroid Day and/or photos 
● Watch what people post - and respond. Create a Community 
● Share posts from Asteroid Day (HQ) site 
● Share appropriate community posts on your own Twitter site and that of the 

organization 
● Ask Questions (can prepare in advance) 

 
Facebook: 

● Share photos and speaker statements 
● Share Asteroid Day HQ Facebook page posts 
● Ask Questions (can prepare in advance) 
● Prepare posts in advance and at the event 
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Instagram: Share photos from Asteroid Day. Be sure to caption and Date 
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